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September 11, 2018 SAPSA Mtg

Attendees: Andy McNattin (President), Lauren Renner (VP), Stephanie Snyder (Secretary), Emma 
Connolly (Communications), Yesenia Anderson (Treasurer), Tari Hella-Yelk, Courtney Moriarty, Becky 
Kalhoff, Dr. Duke, Janelle Beitz, Gretchen Hopeman, Julie Saltier, Bryn Manion, Grace Bell, Sarah 
Alvarado, Tammy Albrecht, Eric Laska, Brian Kleczewski, Anita Severt, Angie Pierach, Stephanie 
Martinez, Dina Kountoupes, Samantha Cakir, Sunny Comstock, Darcy Rivers, Tara Thompson

Agenda

1. Principal Update (Dr. Duke)

a) Enrollment – The school is about at expected numbers overall.  We lost more 5th graders than 
anticipated, with 15 spaces open in that grade. However, 3rd grade is over enrollment.  There is an 
existing agreement in place with the teacher’s union and the district about how to handle this situation.  
Updates to come.  Dr. Duke’s recommendation is that the district add a part-time teacher or para-
professional to the 3rd grade.

b) Referendum.  The St. Paul Public School System (SPPS) will have ballot referendum on increasing 
taxes to support the school system.  SAP will be forming a referendum team to disseminate info to 
families about the referendum prior to the November elections.  This team may staff a table at the 
school open house later in September.  Be prepared to answer.  Individuals interested in being on this 
team should contact Dr. Duke.

c) Open house.  The school will have a community open house with a ribbon cutting on September 20th 
from 5-7.  The event will include a short ceremony at 5:00.  Dr. Ollman will lead students in singing the 
school song, and the Superintendent will be there to say a few words.  The school will be open to the 
community to walk around.  Treats and hand-outs will be provided, and SAPSA will have an 
informational table.

d) Curriculum night.  This event will occur Sept 27th from 5-7.   All grade-levels will occur on the same 
night.  Each teacher will do 2 30-min shifts to allow for families with multiple kids to visit each 
classroom. 

e) Need a Somali educational assistant.  This position has been posted.  Teaching assistant (Tiffani Kaul) 
is back because Dr. Duke had some discretionary funds she was able to use to fund this position for the 
year.

f) Morning drop-off.  We need someone posted out at morning drop-off location to ensure safety of 
kids.  Looking for volunteer to help with this.

2. Treasurer Update (Yesenia Anderson)

Welcome to Yesenia as our new treasurer.  She will make a connection with last year’s treasurer, Jamie 
Mason, to clear up outstanding invoices and learn about the account.

3. Upcoming events

a) Chef’s Choice fundraising event.  Thursday October 25th will be the kick-off convocation, with 
deliveries of orders on December 6th.  Anita Severt is the lead on this.   She will craft an information 
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letter about this fundraising effort to send home to families.  Will include an option for a direct donation 
if children/families are not interested in selling the items.

b. Fall Festival.  Gretchen Hopeman is the co-lead with Michael Townley.  The Fall Festival will be 
October 12th from 5-8.  The pumpkin run will begin at 5:15 and doors for the festival will open at 5:30.  
Will have many of the same popular events from last year’s festival (Apple Orchard, pumpkin bowling, 
pumpkin hockey, button making, fall flicks, ring around the pumpkin, face painting, climbing wall, 
science experiments, etc. There won’t be a pop walk (and cake walk) will replaced with a bake walk (e.g., 
prizes will be bake sale items).   The bake walk will occur in the gym along with the bounce house, DJ 
and silent auction.  Food will be in the multipurpose room. One food truck has been confirmed with 
another under negotiation.  Pizza will be purchased from Davanni.  This year will solicit some parent 
volunteers to do pizza pick-up throughout the night from Davanni.   Will needs lots of volunteers and 
will be seeking leads for the games.  Activities that are still being considered are the glitter hair and the 
photo booth.  Both are expensive.  Although they made money, they didn’t make a lot given the expense 
to hire the people to provide these activities.   Decision was made to not go with the glitter hair vendor 
from last year, but to do the photo booth.  Need a lead for the Face Painting.  Tara Thompson will be the 
lead of the bake sale again and will have a shadow this year.  More bake sale donations may be needed 
given the decision to also do the bake walk.  There will be a bonfire with smores at Langford Park Rec 
center directly after the Fall Festival from 8-9.  Will need a lead volunteer for the smores’ making.  The 
food truck will move down to Langford Park for this event.

c. Silent Auction (Emma Connolly)

The silent auction team got an earlier start on asking local businesses for donations for the silent 
auction.   Will do the online auction option again this year, but bidding will close later this year at 7:45.  
Information going home this week in the Wolf Pack Press about donating auction items and organizing 
Great Gatherings.   Considering a 4th and 5th grade lock-in event at the Langford Park Rec center.  An idea 
was floated to outline a couple of specific fundraising needs such as a new curtain for the stage or a 
sound system and solicit direction donations for these items at the fall festival.  Decision was raised to 
do this at either the Spring Carnival or Give to the Max Day so as not to take away from bids on Silent 
Auction items.

d. Book Fair 

New leads have been identified for the Book Fair (Bryn Mannion and Julie MacGregor-Farris.  They will 
be seeking volunteers to help work the Book Fair which will occur coincident with the Fall Festival.

4. Gardening (Dina Kountoupes)

Were able to save some of the perennials from the school yard from last year.   The construction crew 
has planted some beds.  A question to pose to the construction crew is who will take on responsibility 
for watering the plants that the construction company planted.  Karen to inquire about this.  Could still 
use more plants for the school grounds.  One option would be to have a school yard plant wish list at the 
spring plant sale.  Karen raised the point that the school has two other gardening needs – the prairie 
garden and the Peace Garden.  Dina will look for volunteers to help with these other 2 gardening needs.  
Need to also check with the city, because there is a Park and Recs point person for Peace Gardens.  One 
idea that was floated was that a classroom(s) could adopt the Peace Garden and do some weeding 
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and/or work on it.  Need posts are needed for the Peace Garden.  The City would likely replace the posts 
for the Peace Garden if asked.  

5. Grants Committee (Bryn Manion)

Submitted and was awarded a $700 grant from the Target Foundation.  These funds likely to be used for 
Wolf Ridge.  Have started having some conversations about what would need to happen to fund a new 
play ground.  Brynn to organize a committee to look into this.  The ability to have a new playground built 
is complicated by the fact that the city (Parks and Rec) owns the land the playground is on.

6. Spirit Wear (Lauren Renner)

Spirit wear is clothing with the SAP logo that is offered for sale.  Lauren indicated that a discussion needs 
to happen to figure out selling rights for spirit wear with Ms. Hausmann since this has historically been a 
fundraising item for Destination Imagination.   Question was raised as to what the best timing of sale of 
spirit wear would be so as not to interfere with other fundraising efforts.  Holiday season was offered as 
a good time frame.  Sarah Alvarado will be a co-lead on this effort.  Can delay decisions on this item until 
after the fall festival.

7. Communication update (Emma Connolly)

The Wolf Pack Press is going home tomorrow. Need to make families aware that there is a SAP 
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter account.  Dr. Duke was the only person with access to Tweet from the 
SAP account last year.  Will try to add a second person who can tweet about SAPSA events and 
fundraising activities.  There is a new editor at the Bugle newspaper.  We need to make sure we connect 
with this person.   In terms of the school calendar, Karen has asked that all teachers and staff put their 
events directly into the electronic calendar.   Families need to be made aware of the online SAP 
calendar.   Janelle Beitz needs to be given access to this electronic calendar. A new feature of the WPP 
this year will be a Counselor’s Corner to be written by the SAP counselor, Beth Davies.  

8. Volunteer Coordinator (Julie Saltier)

Has created a draft list of volunteer opportunities that is going home in the Wolf Pack Press this week.    
She will create a Google Doc form for volunteer opportunities.   Jane will send out an email with the link 
to the Google doc.  Will need to create a separate, detailed volunteer list for the Fall Festival.  Will also 
have a SAPSA volunteer table at the Open House and Curriculum night.  Most of the empty, major leads 
have been filled.  Looking for lead/volunteers for the hospitality committee that will provide treats for 
teachers.

9. School Directly (Janelle Beitz)

Janelle has become the lead for this activity.  She raised the possibility of adding a Google doc option for 
families to provide their contact information for the directory.   Paper forms will still be sent home for 
families to fill out but will include a link to a Google doc for online data entry.

9. Other Items

Request was made to have a SAPSA banner made to use at school events so families are aware of who 
we are.  Lauren will investigate some options and present at next month’s meeting.  Gretchen suggested 
that a printing company might be willing to donate it given that SAPSA is a non-profit organization.


